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Australia should abandon its highhanded approach 

The ties that bind 
Australia and Fiji 
are clearly greater 
than the issues that 
sometimes divide 
us. Our people are 
genuinely fond 
of each other and 
nothing is more 
important to Fiji 
than continuing to 

welcome the hundreds of thousands of 
Australians who visit our shores every 
year.

As you all know, there are also tens of 
thousands of Fijians living in this country, 
adding the richness of their culture to 
the great multicultural melting pot that is 
modern Australia.

Certain Fijians are even enriching 
the life of Senator Thistlewaite, a keen 
supporter of the South Sydney Rabbitohs 
in the National Rugby League.

I think I can confidently say that without 
Apisai Koroisau, the Fijian hooker for the 
Rabbitohs and the other Pacific players 
at the Club, the Senator’s weekends 
would not be quite so enjoyable.

New Zealand Rugby
Of course, there are Fijian players 

throughout the New Zealand Rugby 
League (NRL), as well as in the Kangaroos 
and Wallabies.

I am sometimes amused at the way 
in which your sports commentators 
mangle the pronunciation of their names 
but there is no doubting the affection in 
which they are held by the fans. Or the 
way in which Australia’s international 
sporting reputation so often depends on 
them.

Deep relations
The point is that our relationship runs 

very deep – certainly way beyond our 
business ties and, person-to-person, is 
overwhelmingly one of mutual affection.

As our Prime Minister (Commodore 
Josaia Voreqe Bainimarama) said in an 
interview to the New Zealand media on 
July 26, “Fijians love Australians. Always 
have, always will.” We are neighbours 
and we are friends; which also means 
that we have our differences from time 
to time and need to treat these with 
openness and candour.

Threatening moves
As you would have gathered from 

his comments, the Fijian Government 
is decidedly less than happy about 
Australia’s plan to move asylum-seekers 
wanting to settle in Australia into 
Melanesia - into our neighbourhood.

For an Australian problem, you have 
proposed a Melanesian solution that 
threatens to destabilise the already 
delicate social and economic balances 
in our societies.

The Australian Government has used 
its economic muscle to persuade one 
of our Melanesian governments to 
accept thousands of people who are not 
Pacific Islanders, a great number of them 
permanently.

This was done to solve a domestic 
political problem and for short-
term political gain, without proper 
consideration of the long-term 
consequences.

This was done without any consultation, 
a sudden and unilateral announcement, 
which is not the Pacific way. This has 
shocked a great many people in the 
region.

Why, you may ask, is this any of 
Fiji’s business? This was a deal with 

Papua New Guinea (PNG), a sovereign 
government surely entitled to make its 
own arrangements.

We regard it as our business because 
we see ourselves as part of a wider 
Melanesian community through the 
Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG).

We are striving for more cohesion, 
more integration in the MSG, including 
formation of a Melanesian Common 
Market with free flow of goods, services 
and labour.

This deal, and those mooted with 
Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, clearly 
threatens our interests by altering 
the fundamental social fabric of any 
member country that accepts a deal with 
Australia.

Recipe for instability 
We are deeply troubled by the 

consequent threat to the stability of these 
countries, and the wider Melanesian 
community, by the scale of what is being 
envisaged.

Indeed, we are alarmed to read some 

of the accounts of what is evidently being 
canvassed in Australian policy circles.

In the words of Greg Sheridan, Foreign 
Editor of The Australian,“Imagine what 
theSouth Pacific would be like in five 
or six years’ time if there were 50,000 
resettled refugees in PNG, and perhaps 
10,000 in Vanuatu, 5000 in Solomon 
Islands and a few thousands elsewhere 
in the Pacific.These refugees would 
be Iranians, Iraqis, Afghans, Pakistanis, 
Palestinians, perhaps some Sudanese 
and Somalis, and most of them getting 
some Australian financial support.This 
population would constitute a recipe 
for social instability and a significant 
security problem for the region.”

Very similar sentiments have been 
expressed by Indonesia, the Salvation 
Army and a growing number of 
Australian interest groups.

The Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner on Refugees has warned 
that settling subsidised asylum-seekers 
in PNG under the deal could spark local 
resentment among a population already 
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