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nationalism, strengthened their 
stranglehold on power, perks and 
privileges.

Prejudiced lot
How they succeeded? The ordinary 

iTaukei saw everything from the prism 
of their prejudices. They trusted the 
oligarchy as champions of their rights 
and privileges as the indigenous 
community. The truth was that this 
oligarchy was more about securing 
its own rights and privileges than the 
community that they 
purported to serve.

They effectively 
used the race 
card and used the 
element of fear to 
their advantage. 
Indo-Fijians were 
portrayed as a threat 
to iTaukei culture, 
customs, traditions 
and political rights, 
added to which 
was the danger of 
alienation of their 
land if power was 
not restored into 
the hands of the 
oligarchy.

The magic worked. The rough terrain 
of Fiji politics got meaner by the day.

Marginal improvement
The 1997 Constitution was marginally 

better than its 1970 predecessor. It did 
notattempt to eliminate ethnic voting, 
which inhibited racial integration. It 
retained the structure of the Great 
Council of Chiefs and its powers to 
appoint the President.

The position of the chiefs and their 
associates was secure – or so it seemed.

The 1997 Constitution was 

unanimously approved by the 
Parliament, the Senate and the Great 
Council of Chiefs. However, when the 
oligarchy lost power in subsequent 
election,it condemned the Constitution 
as against the indigenous interests.

On May 19, 2000, the democratically 
elected Government was deposed in a 
civilian coup.The political nightmare of 
Indo-Fijians intensified.

Oligarchy returns
The Fijian military, subsequently, 

took control and appointed an 

interim Government that included 
the advocates of indigenous ethno-
nationalism and coup makers. In 
subsequent election, conducted 
under the 1997 Constitution, the 
indigenous oligarchy got back into 
power. The great irony of it was that 
they embraced the very Constitution 
that they condemned.They were onthe 
rollsince and, through corruption 
and vote-rigging, they again won the 
elections in 2006. However,their reign 
was curtailed when, in a surprise 
move on December 5, 2006, theFijian 
Army, an avid defender, protector and 

promoter of the oligarchy, deposed the 
Government. The rough terrain of Fiji 
politics finally showed signs of easing.

Since then, Fiji has been ruled by a 
military Government. It has dissolved 
the Great Council of Chiefs,gave 
‘Fijian’ as common name for all its 
citizens, emphatically denounced 
racial discrimination and restricted 
the wayward Methodist Church of 
Fiji to the pulpit. It had vociferously 
supported the indigenous oligarchy 
and gave it spiritual justification for 

racial discrimination and 
marginalisation of Indo-
Fijians.

Fresh democracy
The Government proposes 

to adopt a new Constitution 
that will embrace the noble 
precepts of democracy; 
including common roll form 
of voting that enshrines ‘one 
person, one vote one value’. 
It is a radical departure 
from the past but one that 
has received widespread 
applause;except from those 
who were assigned to Fiji’s 
political wilderness.‘Long 

they may stay there and never return,’is 
the prayer of many!

Rajendra Prasad is a thinker, columnist 
and author of ‘Tears in Paradise 
Suffering and Struggles of Indians in Fiji 
1879-2004.’ The book has now run into 
several editions. It is a tearful account 
of a tumultuous past. Every person keen 
on understanding the cruel fate of a lost 
generation, especially Indo-Fijians, must 
read the book to understand the trials 
and tribulations of their ancestors. The 
book can be purchased by contacting Mr 
Prasad. Email: raj.prasad@xtra.co.nz 
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Anxious wait (continued from page 17) Quality furniture using
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D e c o r -
conscious New 
Zealanders are 
always on the 
look out for 
new furniture 
ideas, which combine innovative design with 
practicality and sustainability.

The Pacific Green range of Coconut 
Palmwood Furniture is one of the most 
environmentally friendly furniture products in 
the New Zealand market. Coconut Palmwood 
Furniture is crafted from unwanted and senile 
Fijian coconut palms, the densely grained 
planks boasting uniquely smooth surface 
and superior durability in a variety of warm 
natural tones.

Unwanted used   
So, in addition to producing world standard 

furniture, Pacific Green supports an industry 
that destroys nothing and uses the unwanted. 
Now that is an industry! By supporting an 
industry that destroys nothing and using 
the unwanted to produce world standard 
furniture, Pacific Green meets the criteria for 
environmental responsibility.

Exceptional Durability
As such, the Company produces a unique 

and exciting range of furniture that stands 
out for it’s design, comfort and exceptional 
strength and durability. Each piece of furniture 
is handcrafted by indigenous artisans 
involving a great deal of skill and labour.

The extensive range includes sofas, chaises, 
armchairs, bedroom suites, dining suites, 
coffee table, lamps and home accessories. 
Pacific Green offers the consumer market 
real choice with styles ranging from colonial 
to contemporary- something for everyone. 
This means the Pacific Green team can offer 
discerning customers, here in New Zealand, a 
complete ‘Palmwood Lifestyle’ concept, which 
will definitely make a difference to homes and 
the environment.
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